

1D?b* George Myers is my second cousin; my mother and Her 
I'ttsther were fall cousins, only her mother was a half hre< 
mine was full blood Indian* Get it dear. Lena Ifte&rW 
was originally Miss Lena Plant, daughter of Peter and Mac 
Plant, then Lena married Harry K*ge, and then CaptpS&br« 
iHyera, 


»g*SSY JACK* 




















Memo of c 
Carabie;Street* 
visit to her d 
City Archives. 


JQHW EBIgflTOljr ; f Mrs* Walker said: “I 

"GASSY JACK* west oyesr to the Worth 

IgDXAK aWjVjSa OF WHITEIJES - Vancouver Indian Reserve, 

Q$A-HALIA ,or mAdS!JKB'~ and found Gassy Jack’s 

wife, Wha~halia; she 

remembered me when I was a little, girl* Her Ehglish name 
laylfed^iine*-?-;!,.Adeline told me Gassy Jack was her husband, 
that v Gassy - Jack .had, u f irat, her qunt for a wife j then her 
aunt-'diedir and he to ok Madeline * her niece, as wife* , m . 
Gassy Jack and Madeline had a son, but the son died shortly 
after Gassy Jack:died, • ■ ;• ^• 


nation with Mrs, James Walker, 721 
has just returned from a three weeks 
er in Seattle, and kindly called at the 


27th May 1940, 


tuDiAR »irrm~0F whiebmbr 


•Madeline mua t- be old» a bout ninety X should think; 
her hair is snow ^lte;rsbeVknew my father, Joe Silvey* 
“Portugese Joe“, ; and. .she knew me when % was little. She 
said her husband ,, Gassy Jack, was, at first, § a captain at 
Wew Westminster oh a stem wheeler boat going up xi© Tale, 
and then he built the saloon over here in Granville, and he 
had another little house in the bushes behind the hotel for 
her; that was his home when he was not in the hotel, but he 


wias.always, all-the time, ill* and then he sent for his 
brother and his wife to come from the Old Country. 

.Major Matthews: “Did the old Indian woman Qwa-halia 
tell you all this? - . 

Mrs, Walker: '“Yes, (then significantly) She should 
know; Gassy Jack was her husband,; I remember her when 1; 
was about five years old; gee; she was a pretty lady. She 
told me there was money left to her and her son, but she 
never got], it* /*hen his brother, and his. wife came they took 
charge, of everything, and she went baak to her people. * 
“Theni*: she said,*Gassy Jack, died, and her son died about a 
year afterwards , She told me that Gassy Jack left a will 
for her to:get money,. but she ■never got it, and they buried. 
him,.in Hew Westminster. She got married afterwards to a 
Muaqueam Indian, but he is dead now. 
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Memo of conversation with JRra. Madeline Filliams, 
aged Indian woman, adso known as “Gassy Jack*s wife* 1 , living 
with her granddaughter, Kita Williams, in a small cottage 
ait the west end'itiJ Reserve, Moi^h Vancouver* 

t i * v' 13 th lime i940* 

Statering the Indian Reserve hy the long wooden path, 
on stilts, ..'which rambles, over the former shore line,. ' 
hefOre the front of. the Indian village of Ustlawn; fl;- 
ehc oun tef ed -an old Indian man with one'arm, and "asked ’ if ■■ 
he knew where Madeline 'Hired;'her'’*shook 1 his^Ke^d^■■■"' Fitaally L ’ 
f'etaid “Very Old -lady, ‘with vdiite head, Qwa*hail-yah, “ J '■" 

He 'exclairaed£ interrogatively, “Sassy jack: f a wife*? ' * 

1 replied, “Tfes, yes*, and he - directed me to a small grey 
shack-deep in eherfy trees loaded with dpeuing fruit, 

;ti,'4 S cached, an Indian man and Indian wrOnan, hoth 

I "should say, in their . twenties, were; raiding a iddder to 
pick cherries, and oh enquiring:if I cotald speak to 
Madeline, the young woi?»n entered the rear door Of a .sadly 
delapidated arid untidy shackp hdrdly a cottage. She ' * 7 " 
returned With an aged Indian woman; ’ steel grey hair, light 
brown complexion, many, wrinkles, and tottering gait. Her 
^inhents c were s of|^^i| 7 'le|c^'.,4i^08t f0?8hpiet0if ^addd, 1 Her 
hair braided ;in two shoft tai 1 b .down her bdek, I.. 
fa&sed tiy hat, and took a wrinkled ha'tad in niihe^; “ ’-V' 

MRS. MALELIHE WILLIAMS Ifejor Matthews? “Are you 

QTO-HAIL-YAH "' v '- Madeline? kre you Qwa-haii-yah? 

lOEffSBIGHTOir ' \ f ’' x; /; Sfe-s, filliams-, (giving ihy left 
“GAS3Y JACK*I": \ arm just below the shoulder a u 

'* ... .gentle slap,.and her eyes and ‘ 

countenance gleaming) “Yea--ah“ . j' • 

". Major Mattbiews: "MSy I come in 

and sit down? 11 ■ : ’ v ; :>L -'y- 


; We sat down; four of us, The whole habitation was 
a ; litter of household material not one pi ece' of which was 
of value; a number of rags hung on a line above a rusty 
stove; beside it a few sticks of wood.^ Two doors, opening 
to other "rooms*, showed their contents to be nothing more 
than rubbish, though no doubt each piece wad useful and 
serviceable to them. Outside the sun was shining; a profusion 
of red 1 cherriea mingled with the green of the leaves; the } - 
warm summer zephyr waved the branches; it was pleasant enough 
to the senses, but terribly poor, untidy, pleasant poverty. 

At an Appropriate moment I slipped a fifty cent piece into 
her wrinkled hand; ; ~ :J 


It was difficult to converse as Mrs,;williamB spoke in 
Indian, and addressed the others, rather than me, who inter¬ 
preted it, and both were poor interpreters, but I gathered 







that the Whitemans called her: Madeline, Taut her Indian 
name was .^wa-hail-yah.%e had' had Var son, ' Alfonae 
Williams, and the young woman was Hita, daughter of Alfonse 
and Mrs. Williams; the young man was Tommy Toman; (whom 
I was afterwards told was married, hut his wife had left him 
apd gene to the UnitedStates). Yea, Gassy Jack and she 
had had a baby; it.lived about two years> died, and was 
buried at Paapeeak (Brockton Point). She remembered the 
first brass band on.Burrard Inlet; the Indian band; the < 
first bandmaster iras Edwards,: a half breed.- She had always 
lorn her hair braided down her back; she had heard of Indian 
men having long hair, but, ever since she could member, 
Indian men had worn it short. She was about twelve years 
old when she married Gassy J ack; Gassy Jack’s first wife 
had died; she remembered when so big steamboat come; ho 
whites here; only one house. She talked much in Indian, 
but the young Indian woman, Rita, her granddaughter, was 
speechless, and almost motionless; the young Indian man 
Tommy, was very slow, and a; poor interpreter. Ho doubt the 
old lady was telling much of interest, but the young ones 
were listening themselves instead of passing it bn to me. 
Presently I said I should like to buy some cherries; 

"two bits" worth, and they both went out to pick them. 

After they had gone, the old lady began to speak in broken 
English; I noticed she was almost toothless, and such teeth 
as 8id remain were brown of color, and looked like snags 
rather than teeth. 

She chatted; *Hc steamboat come; no white mans; just 
one house; Gassy Jack came in big canoe--*"and she waved 
her arm indieatihg from the direction of Port Moody up 
the Inlet--"then Gassy Jack go Westminster to run steamboat 
up to Port Yale; (she said '•Port Yale*) and my aunt she go 
over to Hew Westminster, and live there so when he come 
back to Westminster be there ^hen he stopped his steamboat. 
Gassy Jack about your size, (five feet eight and half); niceg 
good man; then he come Gastown; make great big hotel (and 
she waved her hand upwards); after a while she sick, my aunt, 
Gassy Jack's wife, and she die; long time ago; I not stop 
long Gastown; be about twelve when I was Gassy Jack's wife; 
then Gassy Jack die, too, and I come over to here (Hcrth 
Vancouver); then come to my brother and my sister*. Very 
poor now; no money, no clothes; cannot go to sell my baskets; 
can make good basket, but cannot go sell them; eyes getting 
blind.* 

By this ifcime the two others had returned with the 
cherries. I tried my glasses on her eyes, but she did not. 
seem to see any better. I asked if they had a photograph of 
her; they said "yes, up at Squamish". 1 asked if they would 
like another; they said *Yes*. 1 asked if I may come again; 
they said *Yes", and after handshakes all round, I departed. 
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It was a satisfactory visit only in that I had •: 
seen and conversed with the second wife of Sassy Jack* : 
an did* worn and faded Indian woman of undoubted intel¬ 
ligence and character; gracious and kind, who in earlier 
years must have been of womanly strength, and, perhaps, 
prepossessing»~I imagine so. It was ah unusual visit:' 5 
inasmuch as in this year A.D.1940, it was still possible 
to listen to, the tongue, and touch the person, of a wife of 
John 3Deighion,; *alias M 6assy Jaci"* of Saatown, the ftissOTfC- 
wEyt te,'4o eyatallish himself in .vraravilie, no\ir itTansouver» 

■i'V.?. u •> *J. 8. Matthews** 
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